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Trots att an del samikdskonst pd ytan ken
te sig isolerad frin samhdillet, och till
smynes enbart handla om
inomkonstnidiga sprsmid, finns inte
sdllan under ytan on diskussion som
parallgdlt berde samhidlet och dess
ﬁ'iﬂﬂl.‘l". gkillnad mol 60-talats
diskussion moraliserar man dock siilan.
¥ad vi ser &r en konst som ironiskt, men

iﬁ-ﬂpﬂnmmﬂ.iﬂmw
fir gvanaka PAPERPOOL
INTERMATIONAL CORPORATROMN.

Daspste that some COMBMPOrary ar o0 he
surtace can seem separaled irom soc ary,
and spamingly onhy deal with nlernal issues
maore oflen than nol unger the surlacs thare
IS AR ONQOoeNQ CRSCLESSION if Prmilal wiih
socity and its refated issues. As opposed o
the discussion during the sadies one very
rargdy moealizes. Whal we can s8a 1§ a0 ant
it irorscally, v Somelimes also cymicaily
literaly mokls 8 social cordban. I i3 nol tha
wiork of art thal takes up & debnibo poent, but
Iha oniaokier that has 10 form his 0w oDereon
Wia can hind Such an exampss in (e Swadish
PAPERPOOL INTERMATIOMNAL
CORPORATICN

John Patar Milsson

Tranalaiad By Finn Primz-Pihison
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Eft av de mera tydliga exemplen pd, vad Ly-
otard shoulle kalla, senkapiaksmens (otala

wom fringligisa saméund har under del Sana-
st deconniot pd ofka s4i anpasset de yine
formesna fidr sine budskap Bl att starikna
sarmiliching marknadsekonomiskn lankanda,
Men &t nastan humonsliskl probiem upp-
hommer, Fan man -siljs- God som of pro-
dukt? tavisst, shper do swenaka kyrkana
aningsicst och aNGRanar =missor= med priv-
sderna som direkidrer och Mrsamlingsbonma
BOM ]

Visserigen har vill kyrkan allted firiat med
wiiriclalig makt. Mer problematisi blif det om
man ocksd vill Sedndna sfihva =produlkben=,
Eller om jag sager 5h hir: Kan dat inba fnnas
&n risk att an hyperickusoning pd sjilva de
saliekniska siralegerma oy en produkl sler
mmnwmﬁmwum

mmmhmmwuﬁwmm
andigh sammanhang.

Mu ir ju dessa frbpoastaliningar ire spacialil
ya. -Moda s the messages, manade
MclLuban redan pd G0-taled. 58 hir | shaet av
diftsotadat har denna sitna fras debvis &1 ny
akluakatet | den intellokiueila diskussionen.
Dt finres vill knappast ndgol omicide i vart
" wistpriindska samhalla |
flay i ke Boroes By ot slags kommunka-
Hiornes axtas i den bemarketsen il man for
alt synas och hdras mdsto pd et eller annat
adit -&hljn- sing Ssikier, budskap oller pro-
dukfior. Detta g i san fur upphoy Bl 8t sam-
rrarihangan, konbaxhen, Som medcelandsena
pressenberas genom, i extrem bobydelse.

Marcel Duchamps expenmant om just sam-
manhangens betydatse 10r ot meddelandaes
innehdd, kan inte K5 lite Detonas. Men om
Duwchamp konstrusmde en inbollekbuell fy-
potes, och kanske fdrdsdn en kommande
situation, kan man | dag s5ga alt denna hy-
poles blivit vardagligt forwerkligad | el slags
massupplaga. Och kanghon 1ill dén axctatsks
grad att rkgan & hurundda man dverbuasd-
taged kan 58 igenom de intrkcata och trasss-
ga spindeindt som amger att meddelands?
Marangen i el maddalanda har Kanske infg
bara Seartagits av kartongen den prassnis-

Cena of tha mane obrvious examples of, as Ly-
otard woukd call it, capiiaism's 1otal vickory, is
ihe marknt adjustment ol the chusches in
Swoden, Both the Swodsh stabe chunch s
vell 88 Bha nonconlonmist churchas have du-
ring 1her last decade n vafious ways sdapiod
tha oubtwand appearancos of thair messae o
mone rigemble the markel aconomy. How-
evid, & near comecal probam ariges. Can ona
«soll= God as a product? Od course, sy tha
Swedsh churches naively and @range -Ser-
vicas= with the priesis as dirgciors and the
congregations as tanpet audiences!

To be sura tha church has alwaya Riried with
worldly inlluence, |t becomas mong prodile-
matic, thoigh, i one wants b changes the very
~prodect=, O i | put it ke 1fis: is thene fhe
rigk af & hpperfocuting on the very sales tech-
nicad strategies ol a produc, OF i3 & MIEEaQE
by its 5ol 50 10 speak ablo to take over ihe
product's oF the maisepe's schual significan-
ce? Does & sophisicaled and chwver madon-
fing create 4 confusion of Weas conceming
what one actualy is =seling =T AR ambiguity
{hat nol least can be dEastoes N eoclesiast-
cal. spertbuad madters

kow thoso prablems arg nod particularky o
«Mada i tha mossages, was Mcluhans
mabio Mready duning 1he sixtes. AL T poant
N Lme icwands the end of the eighlies this
woen oul phrase hat partially been pven a
i WRpENCY i inbollochsal cirches, Thire iS
teardly @y ards i our post-mndusingl wesbarm
society that is not aftecied by a kind of com-
msnicalinns dedaum n ha Sensa thal ondd, I0
order 0 be seen and hiad, Ras o =soll-
one's opinions, messages and products in
ol way of anather Thes in turn gives rise |9
hé ASSOCIEnonS, Of COnMexis the MEsSaes
e presonbed theough, being attnbuled ex-
EFEmE SignifaCance

bancel Duchamp's axpediman aboul peeci-
saly he signdicance of BSsociations in cedod
0 undgrstand the conjents of o message can-
Fiil b {owshad on boa lightty. But f Duchamp
construcied an inleliociual hypolheds, and
many't predicied & coming silualon, one can
only say today ihat this hypothes:s has boen
tealizad daily in what meghl ba consadened 4
mass adibon, And maybe 10 thal scstalic ex-
tend 50 thal the quastion ks how on eanh one
Ean 3 INSUQh tha intncabs and tanghod spi-
der's web thal surmunds a messaga? Tha
signficance of a megssage has mayhe not

ras | iMcLuhan), utan hee oclal upphort att
existers, allersom samma kartong kan nng-
hillla mn oerhind mahgd divergarande misd-
dalanden som mer ellés mindne skapar en k-
gilthg. liklormad massa (Baudlkend? Ded
e ~&ilja- & jalva akton ot saa,

Mu &r detta naturligivis ot hirddraget resa-
nomang. Sktsatsen skulle bl att det enda
visrdhat o il exaemped et budskap har, &
doss rotorik;  alltsh eft slags simulerad
mening, EN konstverks eveniusiia maning
shulla i o4 fall sndast vara den estetiska?

Ren o dylik slutsats har ockesd letl B on hid-
tig clelonsiniktion v o MSkanismear Som
styr ovansthends resonemang. ot slags
meta-diskurs. Och eneskligen har man | kon-
aten méarkt paraliolior. Duchamp pdverkade
&n hel popkonstgenaration och | dag sor vi
captiuellt orsdtter att understka sambdiels
hodifierade tilstdnd. Och om det vaster-
lndska samhallel (och Oststaborna | oallt
sty utstrickning') verkar helt | hindema
pé att marknadsekonomiskl thnkands, ham-
mar Wi dér vi borade: har 900-talels mo-
dema utopeska projekt resulteral | s ol
mnda sprdk vi 1orsthr B ionsaliningsspriket?
Det enda =sanna= warded fir del marknads-
skonomiska?

Paperpocd International Corporation wes-
kar mona det. Foretagets affarsids e et
slags funktionolln irtids- och heminned-
ringaproduiier. en de lanseras genom il
konstsammanhang. Produkterna stills ol
g0 konst, tods att de uppenban nde ar lad-
dade med den hemiiga och andliga aura
som vl vanlighvis Frknippar med eit konst-
verk, Produkbema §r vid de viger sag att
warn, varken mes aller mindng.

P ett skickiigl vis iscensatier PIC oit slags
kongtens andiiga vanseliriust, Men samii-
gt pekar iscensittningon ocksd pl nigon-
fing uianids konsiena agna nem, Ganom PIC
hdiller =iGrotagpots- skapare Sietan Karksaon
on spagel Som neutrall refiekterar, vad det
neskligen werkar | dag. oft allmant sambills-
tillstin. Cich det dr ingen specsdit markvar-
dig strabegi, sher knepsgl koncapt, som lig-
per bakom. Dagens samhae br enligt Kars-
son multinationalit akitiebolagiserat.

Mu har ju i Sverige bide Carl-Fredrik Routor-
wwind och Ojvind Fahistrdem, och ramSdealt
Bporn Lovin (so siksi 2787, pd oft eller annat
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only been reglaced by ihe packagn i is pew-
santod in (Moluhan), bul has also ceassd 1o
axisl, sncd fh package Can comlain a cors-
derable guaniity of devarging messages thal
miore O eSS craabe an indiflerand, homoga-
nepus mass (Baudriitand) T That which is =gn
EalEs= i5 tha very act of saliing. Mow Bis (S na-
turally avory lar-besched ine of argument. The
concliygion would ba ihat the only value a
massape lor example has. 1588 Medonc, inol-
har words @ kind of simulaied signifcance
Would a work of arl's possible significance in
that case only then be aesthata?

Howarver, o samelar conclusion has also lad 10
an intense deconstruction of the macha
nisms thal conbrol the sloremantionad kne of
asgumant; a kind of meta-discourss. And ona
has undanably noticed paralols in an. Du-
chamg inflsenced a whale generaton of pop-
aiEis, and foday Wi Can 588 4 now Qoners-
mon ihal more of kess concapiually ks conbnu
ing 1o probe Society's codiflad condtion. And
il westedn society (and ithe eastern Diook
Couniries 10 &n ever growing exient) soems
o be complabely al the mercy of a make! 8co-
namy way of thinking, than wea will end up
wharne we siarbed. Have the modann wiopian
plansg lor this cgntury ressulted in thad the only
language we understand is fhal of sales talk?
i3 the onky rue =valee= |5 marke! value

Paperpool International Conporalion segms
sanous enough. Thi oompany s e of busi-
eSS puUnpors 10 D funchonal hobixy and nia-
rine design prodects. But they ang iniroduced
in an artistic conext. The products ane axhibs-
tod as arf. despite hem nol being chargad
with tha secrod and spiriual aura thal we wsu-
ally associale with wotkes of art. The products
are what they claim o be, Rokng more, no-
thuneg lss

in & clever way PIC stages a kind of spirilual
decling inthe valua ol 1he arts. Yal al ihe sama
time thet S18QINQ als0 poents at somathing De-
yond the realms of arl. Theough PIC tha
=comparny = ereaton Stalan Karsson, holds
up a mirror that reflecis nodirally. 38 § undeni-
ably seams today, 1o the gonenl condition of
sibcipdy. And [t 4 nal & partculay remarati
sirategy. nod a tricky conbepl. Thal & behing
Society ol today s according 1o Karisson mul-
tinationally coiporatized

sdtt tidigare langeratl ovanstbende frige-
stalningar. Livins fiktiva Mrsdkringsbolag
ILAG stdr Ul exesmped irbe PIC Bangt Hrin
Men en svgirande skillingd Bnns. Stelan
Harlssons dttolalstiska isconsitineng ir pd
etl plan mera Foniskl embvalent. Den tyd-
liga moral_ det stalinngsiagande som synies
i den svenska G- och T(-ialsdiskussonen,
il inte lika framtrficande | Karssons PIC-
progekt. Lowins LAC-projest delierads ge-
nom simulationen en molsiledans. Karls-
gons PIC-projeld kan knappast definieras
soim an politisk eller moralisk strateg, | be-
midrketsen att ian vill upplysa och iGrindra |
en definitiv rikining. Produkterna som PIC
tilbsprkar fr ndmiigen alldeles Me 1GHAGAskE
och husmoristiska: objekien v behaga och
simulationsan tycks vara infikiad pd et slags
fotischistiski ha-bagir. Obgoklens ewbriueia
politiskn ooch moraliska pasthenden tycks
liminsas helt ooh hdlet til Detrakianeng egna
shutsat s,

Domna slags amoralisks hblining has v st
&n hal del @y pd den intermationslla konstsce-
nen de senaste &en, Men 10r svenska i0e-
hikanden Ar den ganska unik. Svenshki kul-
furlé har priglats, och priglas fortfarande,
av ot slags prikisg sociall samvete i vilken
den moraiska indkgnationen spaelar stor roll
PICs produkter ker Meshthgl mol delln w-
derifraiions konsensus. Karsson amvinder
har eit slags cynsm pd etl Boanat satt som
strerns vlen al W vel vad =megistraioms
egentligen tyckor och tinkes om det Som
skildras. Det handlar mer om att blottlagga
imaknnigmgr (Ge seendet, 5 vid 0ed ran
s representorne. Och resultatot blir | Karls-
soms fall en studs | samiida vandsdischism
och, vad dot verkar, en kapitulation ndte det
encla apekk vi torsthr | dag = IGrsdlningsspri-
kit

PIC krnyter disrmed an till en samisda diskus-
stons lortingligonde bl hancssobekl. Til
exgmpel amerikanen Jeff Hoons, Han spe-
ulerar | makt genom e oerhort sofisiikenat
spel madlan kapiaiet, handelsobektel ooh
dess administralfoes. Koond irestenar Bok-
staviigen | kg siilv. Hans shulpburen/objokt
blif pd &t plan bara symboliska ling — spro-
duicher= dr Jefl Koons sjihe Men v wel ine
riicbigl om han skrattar & oss, eler om han ut-
viscklar sina strategier pd fullaste, cyniska

Stedan Karisson, PRpsmadl Flaniorsl

Covpovation = UWIVERSAL =, moood mecka, 150 =
E5 x W em, WA [Sinmer Coliecion, Sdnch)
Fnoig. Kari Jantron
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Wow ol coursa in Sweden bath Carl-Fredarik
Reutersward and Oneind Fabilstirom, bul pei-
manty Bgorn Lowin (see siksi 278T), have in
ong way Of angthar aarker Spuched upon the
aforpmepntioned guéshons & msud. Lovins
fictfious insurance compary ILAC & not that
{ar remowed from PIC. Baut thore is a decisive
dfferance. Stefan Karlsson's eghbag wadsmn
s on ong wel mofe inomcally ambeaiant
The owart moraks, (he [adng a standpoint
soen 20 often during the debale ol tha sohes
and sevenias, 15 nol 50 prvalend n Fard
s500's PIC project. Lavin's ILAC propec] defi-
nied (hrough simulation an anfagonds!, Kar.
sson's PIC projed! G hardly ba defnad a5 8
pobtical or I"I'II:Irl|5'.I'aIE'ﬂ|'. i the sanse thal ha
wanis 1o infoem and change in any dedinfe di-
ischion. The products thal PIC manulaciun
ang far that matter 1af 100 seductg and fu-
maarcais; with Thi abjects he wans 1o salshy
and the aimulabon seams o Do goarsd 10 &
kind of letshis aoOuiSibwvaness. Ay BOS-
gible politcal or moral stalemonis made Dy
tha objecls Seam 10 be left enliredy up 10 tha
onEookaS DN CONCILISHNE

W harep saen This type ol amorg! SEande quibe
& lof on the intermationad ar scenp theso Bsl
foew yoars. Bul for Swedish conddiens if is mi-
P umigue. Seadigh culural lifa has been
charsclansed, and 398 @, iy 3 knd ol holips-
than-thou s0cal conscioncs in which Mol
ndignation has played a majos roda. MG s pro-
duicts oo ins«oushy & Mg iImphicil Consan-
U o ODiredn. KArESon usas Cymecrsm in 1ha
sama wily as Andy Warhol did; méality 8 reg

glarad withou! Us Enowing whal the =reg

sirnf= is aciually thinking aboul what = bsng
dopicied, N s mone a question of expasing
e machanisms lor sight, alber Bhanowhal 5
Deing repdesenitd &S ONE 5008 L. And tha e

sull IS in the case of Karlsson & Sludy if oon-
lsmipoeary commoddy lebshism and, what f
SEpmE, a capitulation for tha ondy language
Wi undarEiand 1oday — sales talk

Aceordinghy, PIC i inked up 1o ha conbam-
porary discussion, often concoptually orign

iated, condermning comimpdity values. For ox-
ample tha Amarican, Joff Koons, Ha spocula

128 in powar through a consaderably Sophish-
cated game betwesn capitaksm, the object of
saks and its adminstrators. Koons ilerally in-
viesls in himsall. His stulpturis/objects be

COME N one plane only symbolic ihings — thi
«pectduct= 5 Joi Koons msall. Bul we do
red Kreoew B 5 Eaughing o us. of o B i g
vedoging his sirmlegees in roal. oynical ear-

allvar! Vi vl inibe FikEGE om syftet & att blott-
lagga makhens mokanismas aller del Bara ar
friigan om il speds mied | spolet, distanskisl
PIC: & produbcbes haf inbe Samma cyniska am-
bivalons. | 54 fall borde PIC ha geort &n mark-
nadsunderstkning och faktiskl tillverkal de
produkler sorm kanstmanknaden afterfrdgar
Mg vederiigen har inbe Stetan Karsson, var-
ken | eget namn alier gencm PIC, glon ndgon
slidan undermdioning.

e, ced Br uppenbart att Stefan Kartsson val-
jor on rofl att spela. Hans Paperpool Interna-
tional Corporation &r en distanssrad iscen-
siftning som boksiavigen gestaltar oft
konstnarigh och samhalialigh tillstind. Dch
fven orm Ruen riickes Ut fufgan mot dan sven-
ska morakserance prikiighelen, ir han wal
dock ingen lultkodacynikes, Pi oft sitt for-
sator han snarane an asmihbllshntek k-
ticn instierad pd B0-takel. Han shger ~sannin-
Q= oM konstens ekonomeska wndorhdil-
ningeviirde och funktionellis fmytla, [ast mead
den modifikationen att -sanningan= ir pla-
cerad mollan Fonisk! humorisliska  =ifu-
ationstecken, Han spolulerar inle med 8ig

Aest! Wea oo not know if hes ambition = 10 ex-
pose the mechanisms o power or il it only is
& guasiion of plying e games, withoul Bas-
ing the problam in perspective. PIC's peo-
ducts ga not have the same cyncal ambaea
hence. | thal wans the case then PIC owght o
hava done a markst sursey and sCiually ma-
nuleciuned the products thal the ot markal
demands. To my knowledge Stedan Kafsson
has not i hes own mame nor theough PIC
dore Suech & suy

Mo it i abvisus thal Stefan Karisson chooses
a ol fo pliny. His Paperpool Imemational Cor-
poraion 19 & projeci cone with fongus-m-
chiak thal ierally chaabes an artShe snd 5a-
cinl condiion. Amnd avan if ha i5 Shoking hes
hongua oul af tha mioralistis holar-than-thou
artifude, ke & not 8 full-Dicoded cymic. Ina
wiy b i loBawing A rdiion criical of so-
ciaby thal began dufing the Saxties, He 8 s
lirey ine =fnuif= Sbout thix ocongmical an|el-
tainmant value and functional asvaniage o
&, thowgh wilh the moddication that Eha
«tylf= i placed bobwean Fomcally humo-
fous guotalion marks, He does it Speculabs
with hamael af szake, Dulwilh the works of an

Siefan Karsson, Faperpood Infemabonal Corparabon, “NEW ERAS, memsd
mecia, 160 = 80 = 50 cm, (Siorrer Colechon, Jinch). Phoda: K Jeatnen




